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Believing liberal bias 
pervaded universities, 
Charlie Kirk sought to create 
a larger presence of openly 
conservative and libertarian 
students on campuses across 
the country.
“College is supposed to be 
a marketplace of ideas where 
discourse and dialogue and 
disagreement is allowed to 
happen, when in reality, 
it has really just become a 
leftist echo chamber and I 
think we’re changing that,” 
Kirk said. 
Kirk developed Turning 
Point USA in 2012 when 
he was just 18 and has 
since accumulated a circle 
of tremendously influential 
conservative pundits such 
as to support his central 
message.
“Identify, educate, train, 
and organize students to 
promote the principles 
of fiscal responsibility, 
free markets, and limited 
government,” reads the 
group’s mission.
San Jose State was set 
to join the more than 300 
Turning Point USA student 
chapters at the beginning of 
the school year.
Austin Erickson recently 
arrived in the Bay Area from 
his home state Oregon to 
stay close to his girlfriend, 
who had moved back to 
be with her family after 
graduating college.
Erickson later found an 
opening at Turning Point 
USA as a field representative 
for the Northern California 
area.
SJSU needed a space 
where conservative students 
could feel their values 
were represented, political 
science junior Kenneth Del 
Valle said.
He added there was 
no such space anywhere 
on campus.
Del Valle said, “I like 
the whole leadership thing 
and I’m like, ‘Well if there’s 
nothing here, then I should 
probably start something’ 
but I never really started 
a club.”
He decided to take the 
next step and reach out to 
Erickson.
The two men soon 
struck a partnership 
under the ultimate goal 
of establishing Turning 
Point USA as a recognized 
student organization, a title 
that would legitimize the 
presence of the club at SJSU.
“[Del Valle] reached out 
to me and expressed interest 
in starting something on 
campus and so helping him, 
we got some more people 
together and created the 
club,” Erickson said.
Both Del Valle and 
Erickson said they recall 
becoming in tune with their 
conservative identities in 
high school.
“Obviously my family was 
conservative, but I didn’t 
know why,” Erickson said. 
“I started having professors 
and teachers kind of like 
challenge me and I would 
Santa Clara County Superior Court 
Judge Cindy Hendrickson set the official 
evidentiary hearing for Feb. 7, 2020 to 
assess the harassment claims lodged against 
Associated Student President Branden 
Parent.
On Wednesday, Parent and his attorney 
stood in the same courtroom as his former 
romantic partner and self-described survivor 
of his alleged behavior in a courtroom. This 
is the first time he has seen the partner since 
a temporary restraining order was imposed 
on Parent in September.
Hendrickson granted a continuance for 
the temporary restraining order, ruling that 
the parties were to come back Feb. 7 for 
a resolution hearing where evidence will 
be disclosed and witnesses will becalled to 
testify in front of the judge.
Two witnesses were present in the 
courtroom on behalf of Parent, though they 
did not testify.
As Parent’s attorney, Mark Hathaway, 
requested the unsealing of documents 
subpoenaed from San Jose State that he claims 
would vindicate his client, Hendrickson gave 
the petitioner’s counsel opportunity to voice 
any objections to the evidence submitted.
Among the evidence, there were two 
pieces of SJSU security camera footage that 
were several hours long. Parent’s attorney 
claimed that the video proves his client was 
not present at locations alleged by the self-
described survivor.
Hendrickson released the footage to both 
parties with no objection.
Another set of documents requested by 
Hathaway detailed his activities on StarRez, 
a website that hosts information about 
students housed on campus which can be 
used by resident advisors such as Parent.
The self-described survivor claimed that 
Parent accessed her emergency contact 
information through StarRez. Parent’s lawyer 
denied this claim and said the subpoenaed 
records can prove it.
“It would just show like a log-in and log-
out of accessing information, in the same way 
that a premises access card would show when 
the card was presented,” Hathaway said.

















team ready to take 
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Hearing set for A.S. President
In today’s age of 
technology, patents and 
copyright, our ability to 
innovate for the sake of profit 
is decreasing, an economics 
professor told students 
during his guest lecture 
Wednesday night in the 
Student Union theater.
Alex Tabarrok, an 
economist and George 
Mason University professor, 
said that despite the increase 
in the number of patents 
over the last few centuries, 
we would expect innovation, 
including new takes on art 
and science to also increase. 
“Looking at this, I think 
you might be tempted to 
say ‘That’s great, right?’ I 
mean, that is the innovation 
economy,” Tabarrok said. 
“I mean, here we are at the 
heart of Silicon Valley and 
this is the computers and 
internet or all of this great 
technology that we have.”
However, Tabarrok said 
patents and copyright place 
restrictions on innovators 
and consumers, so creativity 
and tech advancement are 
limited.
He questioned what 
happens when we have 
ideas that can help produce 
other ideas.
For example, Tabarrok 
referred to the Oncomouse: 
a kind of mouse genetically-
engineered for specific 
scientific tests, developed by 
scientists named Harvard 
and Dupont. 
He said the mouse could 
have helped thousands 
of scientists all over 
the world to perform 
tests that could develop 
life-saving technology 
and pharmaceuticals. 
But instead of allowing 
other scientists to use 
the mice for study, 
Tabarrok said Dupont 
restricted its use, claiming 
“intellectual property.”
“All of this really upset 
scientists at the time because 
the scientific community was 
used to a much more open-
access model,” Tabarrok 
said. “Resources are not used 
enough because too many 
people can say no.”
He said in simple terms, 
making others pay reduces 
creativity in all aspects of art, 
science and technology.
Tabarrok even suggested 
much simpler examples, 
including Disney, which has 
profited off of other’s ideas, 
such as stories from the 
Brothers Grimm.
Through Disney’s claims 
on stories, music, logos and 
even the ears of Mickey 
Mouse, other creators 
are limited. 
“All of this reflects how art 
is created, it’s about revising, 
mixing, combining and 
about,” he said.
Tabarrok said that when 
we place restrictions on art 
for profit, we discourage 
other innovators for 
the sake of profit from 
larger companies.
Tabarrok also said that 
these rights on property 
enhance unfair economic 
monopolies. 
“Small firms get bought 
out by big ones, small ones 
can’t innovate without 
being sued so they need to 
get behind big companies,” 
he said. 
This is something 
dangerous to the future of 
innovation because he said 
everything lands in the 
hands of the few, and the 
few can’t be the epicenter of 
innovation.
Tabarrok said this is a 
cycle in which the rich keep 
getting richer.
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Resources are 
not used enough 
because too many 
people can say no. 
Alex Tabarrok
economist 
George Mason University 
professor
Make room for conservatives
Speaker argues for 
reducing patents to 
advance innovation
MELISSA MARIA MARTINEZ | SPARTAN DAILY
Turning Point USA SJSU chapter President Kenneth Del Valle (middle) sets up the club’s table on Seventh Street Plaza.
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I like the whole 
leadership thing 
and I’m like, ‘Well 
if there’s nothing 
here, then I 
should probably 
start something’ 
but I never really 
started a club. 
Kenneth Del Valle
political science junior
By Chelsea Nguyen Fleige 
& Vicente Vera 
NEWS EDITOR & 
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR
• Status hearing set for Dec. 4; 
evidentiary hearing will be held 
on Feb. 7, 2020
• Temporary domestic violence 
restraining order issued against 
Parent continues to be in eff ect
• Requested StarRez logs and 
camera footage released to 
both parties; Title IX documents 
not acquired from university yet
IN BRIEF
say I’m conservative and they would say, 
‘Why?’ and then I wouldn’t know what 
to say.”
Del Valle said he spent the first 15 
years of his life in Puerto Rico, describing 
himself as “far-left” before he began 
to question his values and those of 
the country.
Coming from two completely different 
cultures, the acting leaders of SJSU’s 
new Turning Point USA chapter found 
themselves without a vital element needed 
for the organization.
He and Del Valle said they expected the 
process of securing official recognition 
status from the university would be 
tedious, but they did not expect for the 
club’s expected faculty advisor to later 
disavow Turning Point USA and withdraw.
“Turning Point [USA] maintains a 
professor watchlist in order to shame 
and intimidate teachers and researchers 
who possess political points of view 
to which they disagree,” the professor 
wrote in an email to Del Valle. “I am not 
willing to associate with an organization 
that does something like that under any 
circumstances.”
The SJSU political science professor 
declined to comment and requested to 
remain anonymous.
Turning Point USA created the professor 
watchlist to keep track of professors it 
deems as promoting ideologies counter to 
its message.
After thoroughly going through the list, 
Del Valle said he can understand why the 
initial faculty advisor took offense to the 
professor watchlist.
“I looked at some and I did feel that 
some of the people there, they did not 
necessarily belong, like there was no point, 
it was more like they spoke their minds 
on Twitter,” Del Valle said. “It’s a lot of 
what ifs.”
He continued.
“I’m going to be frank, you know as 
I listen to all these conservative and the 
intellectual dark web if you will, like Ben 
Shapiro and Dave Rubin, or like Jordan 
Peterson or Candace Owens, I never agree 
with everyone 100%,” he said.
Though Del Valle also said he did 
not agree with everything Kirk says, he 
appreciates knowing from where his 
values come.
To get past the situation that caused 
Turning Point USA’s recognition at SJSU 
to be put on hold, Erickson said he has 
identified a few professors that might 
sponsor them for next semester.
“So we’ll be officially recognized next 
semester and through this semester we’re 
just partnering with other student orgs 
that are recognized, still doing our thing 
to the best of our abilities right now,” he 
said. “Stop by, say hi, we’re not gonna be 
mean to you.”
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The StarRez documents 
would also be released to 
both parties.
On the other side, the 
self-described survivor was 
accompanied by the SJSU 
survivor advocate and new 
legal counsel, who was 
brought on the case just 
the previous day. The legal 
counsel made no statement.
The self-described 
survivor said on the phone 
that she expected her case 
to go to move forward, but 
dreads the lengthy process.
“The ideal outcome 
would be for this to just end 
right then and there, but I 
know that’s not what’s going 
to happen, unfortunately,” 
she said.
Since lodging a formal 
harassment complaint 
against Parent that lead to a 
temporary restraining order 
against him on Sept. 20, 
the self-described survivor 
remains in Los Angeles.
Parent has denied all of 
the allegations made against 
him. In a statement to the 
Spartan Daily on Oct. 16, 
Parent said, “I want to assure 
you, these are false claims 
and I am doing everything 
that is requested of me to 
respond appropriately in the 
proper forum.”
The self-described 
survivor said she has stayed 
off social media as of late, 
but some comments have 
filtered back to her through 
her friends.
“I saw a lot of ‘angry 
girlfriend’ and ‘psychological 
sociopath’ commentary 
through my friends,” she 
said. “It’s just flat-out 
embarrassing for me as 
a person.”
Parent’s counsel is also 
requesting “computerized 
records from secure 
locations on campus” and 
copies of statements the self-
described survivor made to 
SJSU’s Title IX office.
The Title IX office had 
granted the self-described 
survivor a mutual No 
Contact Order before she 
had gone to the Santa Clara 
County Superior Court for a 
restraining order.
An investigation into the 
matter of the harassment 
allegations made to 
SJSU’s Title IX office was 
still ongoing as of Oct. 7, 
said Christine Hutchins, 
associate vice president 
of strategic marketing and 
communications at SJSU.
“I feel like I do have to 
kind of speak up and be 
like, ‘Hey, I’m not a shitty 
person and I’m not out to 
get him. I’m not an angry 
ex-girlfriend,’ ” the self-
described survivor said. “I 
was just abused and all I 
want now is a restraining 
order, so I can carry on with 
what little pieces there are in 
my life and just be.”
Not everyone agrees with 
Tabarrok’s viewpoint however, 
even other economists in 
his field.
“You know he’s very well 
known as far as his work 
on intellectual property and 
patents and as he mentioned 
being in Silicon Valley, it’s a 
very important topic,” SJSU 
economics professor Justin 
Rietz said after the lecture. 
Rietz said he helped 
bring Tabarrok to speak on 
behalf of the David Solomon 
economics lecture series, and 
that Rietz and other economics 
professors regularly use 
Tabarrok’s work in lectures. 
“He has interesting 
takes that isn’t necessarily 
something we’d hear from 
most economists,” Rietz said. 
Tabarrok’s willingness to go 
against the status quo brought 
many listeners.
“I have probably very 
different economic politics 
than [Tabarrok] and I wanted 
to see what the view of an 
expert is, and I was almost 
disappointed that we have a lot 
of agreements,” mathematics 
junior Max Koltunov said. 
Koltunov said that despite 
initial disagreements, he 
was very interested to see 
an “opposing defense of 
the system.”
“I’m more informed about 
Tabarrok and the ideas and 
thoughts that he comes from 
. . . just the raw facts,” he said.
Tabarrok said he simply 
wants to allow new ideas to 
filter in, because old ideas are 
meant to encourage new ones.
“The people who have 
the most incentive to extend 
copyright and make it 
stronger, they have the old 
ideas,” Tabarrok said. 
Tabarrok wants to call for 
shorter patents and restrictions 
on art, science and products so 
we can allow our economy 
and our future to grow further. 
“It’s not the future people 
who want the patents, it’s 
the current holder of these 
ideas who want to hold onto 
it and keep making profit,” 
Tabarrok said. 
Follow Erica on Instagram
@erica.lizarrago
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these ideas who 
want to hold onto 




George Mason University 
professor
Concert for two in session
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say I’m conservative and 
they would say, ‘Why?’ and 








Oct. 25, 2:17 p.m. at Student 
Union
Adult arrest
DUI alcohol and drugs/child 
abuse and endagerment
Oct. 28, 2:03 a.m. at East Reed 
Street/South 9th Street
Adult arrest
Possession of unlawful 
paraphernalia
Oct. 28, 4:50 a.m. at North 5th 
Street/East St. John Street
Adult cited
Possession of unlawful para-
phernalia
Oct. 28, 11:24 a.m. at West 
Garage
Adult cited
Stalking - annoying phone 
calls
Oct. 28, 3:15 p.m. at San Jose 
State University
Revocation of Post Release 
Community Supervision
Oct. 28, 6:16 p.m. at Clark 
Hall
Adult arrest
Driving with suspended 
license
Oct. 28, 9:36 p.m. at East San 
Fernando Street/South 10th 
Street
Adult cited
DUI alcohol and drugs/driv-
ing with suspended license
Oct. 28, 11:47 p.m. at North 
3rd Street/East St. James Street
Adult arrest
Follow the Spartan Daily 
on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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Animation junior Kevin Nguyen (left) and his friend, Andrew Tran, perform right outside 
of the Central Classroom Building. “I’m just singing, he’s just jamming,” Nguyen said.
ERICA LIZARRAGO | SPARTAN DAILY
Economist Alex Tabarrok lectures on the disadvantages 
of patents Wednesday night in the Student Union theater.
MELISSA MARIA MARTINEZ | SPARTAN DAILY
Turning Point USA SJSU chapter members posing for a small group photo.
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Musubi? More like my ‘musubae’
tempura musubi, both 
$4.50 each. 
My friend and fellow 
staff  writer Chris Core went 
with me and also ordered 
the chicken katsu musubi 
as well as the chicken 
tempura musubi, the latter of 
which is $4.
Each musubi order comes 
individually wrapped in 
plastic with a convenient pull 
tab that makes getting to your 
food as easy as possible.
Th e restaurant is open from 
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, and our 
Tuesday aft ernoon trip was 
less than an hour before 
closing time.
Th e musubi options are 
displayed at the counter, 
enabling guests to choose what 
kind they want. However, 
because the restaurant was 
closing when we went, the 
choices were limited.
Th ere were two chicken 
katsu musubis left , which 
we quickly snagged, and 
despite not being out front, 
the kitchen was able to make 
anything on the menu.
Since it had just been 
sitting there, the chicken 
BRENDAN CROSS | SPARTAN DAILY
Above: Hapa Musubi serves the Hawaiian chicken 
katsu musubi (left) and shrimp teriyaki musubi.
Below: Each of the 210 displayed Spam cans was 
used prior to the soft opening to practice recipes.




katsu musubis were room 
temperature while the shrimp 
and chicken tempura musubis 
were warm and kitchen fresh.
Chicken katsu is one of 
my favorite dishes outside 
of musubi form, and the 
restaurant managed to do it 
justice, even though it was 
room temperature.
Th e serving size is 
signifi cantly larger than what 
you would expect from an 
average musubi order from 
other restaurants. 
Th e chicken katsu musubi 
also had a sweet teriyaki sauce 
as well as red cabbage within it 
to give it a bit of a crunch.
Between my two orders, 
the shrimp tempura musubi 
was more enjoyable because it 
was served warm.
Th e grab-and-go nature of 
the restaurant is convenient, 
but for people eating in, 
the option to have your 
order made fresh would 
be a nice touch. 
Was the food mind-
bending and life-changing? 
Not quite, but it spices up a 
classic snack and gives it a fun 
and unexpected twist.
Hapa Musubi is a great 
local spot where students 
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Plastered onto a wall inside, 
signage at a Downtown San 
Jose restaurant read, “go fi nd 
your musubae.” And I think 
I just have.
Just a couple minutes 
walk from campus, Hapa 
Musubi on South First Street 
specializes entirely in musubi. 
Musubi, for the uninitiated, 
is typically a mound of rice 
with a protein on top, wrapped 
with seaweed.
Th e Hawaiian dish is usually 
only served with Spam, but 
Hapa Musubi’s menu features 
14 diff erent options.
Half of those options are 
Spam based and include 
jalapeño and Spam, egg, 
bacon and Spam and 
double Spam.
Next to the menu on the 
wall is an art piece, if you can 
call it that, which features 210 
cans of Spam stacked in rows 
of six up the wall. If you didn’t 
know what you were getting 
into before walking in, you 
would defi nitely know aft er 
you saw that.
What’s the signifi cance of 
the 210 cans? It’s every can the 
restaurant owners used while 
practicing recipes and making 
catering orders leading up to 
when the brick-and-mortar 
location opened on Oct. 2.
I’ve had plenty of Spam 
musubi from various 
restaurants around San Jose, 
and they’re all basically the 
same, so I decided to venture 
into uncharted territory and 
order two musubi options that 
I haven’t tried before.
Per the cashier’s 
recommendation, I 
ordered the chicken katsu 
musubi and the shrimp 
Was the food mind-bending and 
life-changing? Not quite, but it 
spices up a classic snack 
and gives it a fun and 
unexpected twist.
Under President 
Donald Trump, the 
United States has taken 
an immense amount of 
backlash for sitting in 
Russia’s back pocket.
The majority of 
Americans cannot 
understand how our 
nation could act so 
closely with a country 
that hacked our own 
presidential election 
in 2016.
With so much anger 
about the relationship 
between the United 
States and Russia, it leads 
to the question: why are 
more people not upset 
about the relationship we 
have with China?
According to the Offi  ce 
of the United States 
Trade Representative, 
China was the largest 
supplier of goods for the 
United States in 2018. 
With so many goods 
being traded between the 
two countries, American 
corporations feel the need 
to bend to the whims of 
China without knowing 
the racist depths of the 
Chinese government.
China is actively 
suppressing a revolution 
against the citizens of 
Hong Kong.
It has also proven 
that it is fi lled with 
racist roots that should 
prompt American 
companies to avoid 
working closely with 
the nation until China’s 
ways have changed.
Northwest China 
has began a crackdown 
on the Islamic faith by 
stripping expressions and 
symbols of the religion 
such as destroying domes 
on mosques, according to 
Th e New York Times.
Th e crackdowns have 
been a response to a fear 
that a formation of a 
larger following of Islam 
in the country would 
leave the nation prone 
to radical and extremist 
forms of the religion.
Th e Hui Islamic group 
of China have been 
the most fearful of the 
actions by the Chinese 
government.
Th e Hui are an 
East Asian ethno-
religious group that are 
predominantly Chinese 
and contain 10 million 
members of the faith in 
Northwest China.
Hui Muslim poet 
Cui Haoxin told Th e 
New York Times that 
the oppression will 
spread to other groups 
around the country and 
that, “Everyone will be 
harmed by it.”
With China oppressing 
religious minorities, 
I would hope that 
American corporations 
that advertise diversity 
to consumers in the 
U.S. would take a stance 
against China, but that’s 
far from true.
In 2015, Disney fell 
victim to caving into 
China’s racist beliefs when 
the company altered the 
movie poster for “Star 
Wars: Th e Force Awakens.”
Th e poster that was 
created to advertise the 
movie in the U.S. featured 
a large image of black 
actor John Boyega and 
an image of Latin actor 
Oscar Isaac, but when the 
poster was put on display 
in China, it was void of the 
duo as a whole.
CNN reported that 
Disney representatives 
declined to comment on 
why the Chinese poster 
deleted the two actors, 
but considering they 
were the only minorities 
on the poster, the reason 
seems obvious.
Disney is not the 
only company to bend 
its products to China’s 
will, Apple has fallen in 
line as well.
Apple removed two 
apps and an emoji aft er 
China voiced anger 
about them.
According to Th e 
Verge, in the Chinese 
version of  iOS 13 
the Taiwan fl ag was 
removed from the emoji 
selection page as a form 
of censorship from the 
Chinese government.
CNBC also reported 
that Apple removed HK 
Map, an app that Hong 
Kong pro-democracy 
protesters used to 
fi nd police locations 
and Quartz news app 
because of the way 
the publication was 
covering the protests.
Apple said it removed 
the apps because they 
are used to ambush 
police and the company 
cannot stand behind 
those types of actions.
On Oct. 18, Congress 
sent a bipartisan 
letter to Apple CEO 
Tim Cook to express 




beginning to express 
concern about how 
companies are too 
quick to aid China’s 
needs, it is time for 
consumers as well to let 
companies know that 
feeding a racist nation 
with profit is not going 
to stand.
Forget about setting 
your clocks back an hour. 
Smash those clocks to 
bits instead. 
Th e routine of waking 
up to an alarm every 
day is one of the most 
dehumanizing exercises 
of our lives, even if we 
get extra time to sleep 
in November because of 
daylight saving time.
“What a fool,” some of 
you must be thinking. 
“How else can I wake 
up at an ungodly hour like 
this to beat traffi  c and fi nd 
a parking spot? I can’t even 
eat breakfast before going 
to school.”
But consider this. Th is 
morning toil is exactly 
what soils the costly 
academic experience at 
San Jose State.
I feel what I see on 
campus everyday is akin 
to what Henry David 
Th oreau explains in 
“Walden.”
“Th e millions are awake 
enough for physical labor; 
but only one in a million is 
awake enough for eff ective 
intellectual exertion,” 
Th oreau writes.
Th e passage is a 
reminder to me that the 
extra hour of sleep we 
gain in November means 
nothing, if we never 
experience an awakening 
in ourselves.
For years I have seen 
continued criticism of 
daylight savings with 
no eff ort to amend the 
continual inconvenience. 
In the state legislature, 
San Jose assembly member 
Kansen Chu is pushing a 
bill to eliminate the time 
switch in California.
But Chu isn’t even 
pushing the bill until 
January of next year, 
according to the 
Sacramento Bee.
For now, the United 
States government’s 
continual meddling in our 
sleep schedules twice a 
year is a foreseeable reality 
for at least the next year.
In 1966, Congress 
passed the Uniform Time 
Act in order to have all 
states follow the same 
standard time and observe 
daylight saving. 
While this seems like 
a well intended move 
to ensure order for 
timekeeping across the 
country, several studies 
show a rise in energy use 
and fatal car accidents, 
according to Forbes 
Magazine.
However, I don’t 
believe that this is the 
most pressing problem 
with time aff ecting SJSU 
students.
I believe the continual 
rush of classes and notion 
that our education is 
on a timer is the most 
damaging lie SJSU 
counselors have pushed 
onto students.
At times it feels like 
students raise pulling an 
all nighter to a right of 
passage in education. 
Th is acceptance of 
exhaustion will not be 
remedied by gaining an 
hour in November or 
even eliminating daylight 
saving.
So I suggest that 
revolting against the 
mechanical drone of 
clocks during the dreaded 
time switch will lead to 
greater change than any 
bill will.
Th is may not produce 
any immediate tangible 
result, but forgetting about 
time could lead to the 
stimulation of brilliant 
ideas some professors may 
not even be ready for in 
their tight class schedules. 
But I do not expect this 
revolution to happen in an 
instant. Time is a burden 
many people have to bear 
because they don’t have 
the privilege of having any 
leisure during their day.
So eliminating daylight 
saving time is only a 
small step to purging the 
continual drowsiness that 
plagues students.
But while we’re 
admitted in this school 
the continual focus on 
graduation as the ultimate 
goal means nothing 
without any sparking of 
knowledge.
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Companies who support China are racist
Quit keeping time and don’t 





Follow Chris on Twitter
@ChrisCore24
Follow Mauricio on Twitter
@mslaplantenews
ILLUSTRATION BY CINDY CUELLAR AND EDUARDO TEIXEIRA
With so much anger about the 
relationship between the United 
States and Russia, it leads to the 
question: why are more people 
not upset about the relationship 
we have with China?
Big tech companies pretend to care about your 
data privacy, but it’s all a facade and it’s getting 
out of hand.
Amazon’s virtual assistant Alexa, which probably 
knows more about you than your theoretical 
girlfriend named Alexa, is practically a data 
collecting robot that’s infi ltrated over 100 million 
households, according to media website CNET.
While the launch of Alexa is nearing its 5-year 
anniversary, privacy concerns have continued 
to cause Amazon and its line of virtual assistant 
products controversy. 
Users of Alexa have the ability to delete soundbite 
recordings of whatever the machine is asked, but 
transcripts of those conversations are kept on 
Amazon cloud servers, according to a CNET article.
It also came out that people would sometimes 
listen to those private talks with Alexa searching for 
improvement ideas for the soft ware.
I don’t know what is worse, cloud transcripts 
or the human review system, but they are both an 
incredible violation of personal privacy.
“Delete is never really delete,” said Th eresa Payton, 
former White House chief information offi  cer, when 
talking about data privacy in an interview with the 
antivirus soft ware company Cylance.
During a September product launch event, 
Amazon senior vice president Dave Limp 
said that the company is adding new Alexa 
commands that allows people to review what the 
virtual assistant heard.
Users can now ask “tell me what you heard” and 
“why did you do that?”
The former command lets users know what 
Alexa is listening to and the latter lets people 
know why it did something that was unintended, 
like speaking out of nowhere. 
Another privacy change is that Amazon now 
lets its users opt out of the aforementioned human 
reviews of their private conversations with Alexa.
Aft er making a big deal about Amazon caring 
about the privacy of its customers, Limp introduced 
a new item called the Echo Dot with Clock.
One of the features of the product is called 
frustration detection, which tracks your emotions 
and vocal infl ections when talking to the product.
Amazon literally said it cared about the privacy 
of its users and then minutes later introduced a 
new product that tracks your mood. 
How’s that for a contradiction?
Amazon and its suite of products, however, may 
not even be the biggest culprit.
Google owns seven different properties that 
have over one billion monthly users, including 
Chrome, Google Maps and Gmail. 
Jason Kint, CEO of Digital Content Next, published a 
study of Google’s data collection habits in August 2018. 
Google collects more data than Facebook and 
is the world’s largest digital advertising company 
according to a CNN article about the study. 
The study reported that an Android phone 
with location services off, with Chrome running 
in the background, sends location data to Google 
servers over 300 times in a 24-hour period.
People do this, and yet people still wonder why 
all of a sudden they see targeted ads on all their 
platforms for things they search online.
Much like Amazon, Google also pulled the 
trick of collecting data even after a user 
opted out of the collection.
“Even with Location History turned off, 
Google stores user location when, for instance, 
the Google Maps app is opened, or when users 
conduct Google searches that aren’t related to 
location,” according to a 2018 AP News article. 
Users can opt out all they want, and delete 
backlogs of searches to their heart’s content, 
but it seems nearly impossible to know what 
information these tech giants have on everyone. 
Technology has infiltrated our lives so much 
that it’s made privacy nearly obsolete. 
If a tech company says that privacy is one of its 
concerns, know that they’re serving up a heaping 
portion of lies.
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1. Boom













30. Apples and pears
33. Emerged
35. Thai currency units
37. Grippe
38. Women of loose morals
41. Historic period
42. Electrical pioneer
45. Former English naval 
punishment
48. Ungroomed








66. No more than
67. Santa’s helpers






2. Found on most heads
3. Undergrowth
4. Illness








15. Pertaining to the Sun
21. Pesky insects







34. East Indian tree














57. Small slender gull
58. Goulash






Complete the grid so that every row, column and 




What do you call 
a dachshund that 






for Mental Health 
Stigma Reduction
Dr. Lozano and Dr. 
Hu  from Stanford 
psychiatry depart-
ment are recruiting 
Spanish-speaking 
Latinx actors, any 
gender, ages 20-60 
to volunteer to star 
in three, 15 min, 
Telenovela-styled 
short videos aimed 
to reduce mental 
health stigma.  The 
project is support-
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My personal information should be private
Brendan Cross
STAFF WRITER
Follow Brendan on Twitter
@BrendanCross93
BRENDAN CROSS | SPARTAN DAILY
I don’t know what is worse, 
cloud transcripts or the 
human review system, but 
they are both an incredible 
violation of personal privacy.
The Amazon Alexa listens out for voice commands and records personal data from use and background listening.
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* $5 Student Rush tickets available on day of performance, 
based on availabilty. Valid Tower ID required.  
Hammer Theatre: 101 Paseo de San Antonio, between 2nd & 3rd Street
hammertheatre.com
or call 408.924.8501
11/01 - Teen Top “Party To. N9NE” Concert @ 6:00 PM
*11/09 - Black Cab Jaz Series: Quiana Lynell @ 7:00 PM 
11/14 - El Libro Centroamericano De Los Muertas:  
               A Bilingual Reading/Conversation 
       with Mexican Poet, Balam Rodrigo @ 3:00 PM 
*11/15, 11/16 - [Dreamer] Project: An undocuplay @ 7:30 PM
*11/20 - [Dreamer] Project: An undocuplay @ 11:00 AM
After sacrificing their summer 
and waking up to practice at 5 a.m., 
San Jose State women’s basketball 
players and coach said they have 
improved their offensive game 
and are confident going into the 
new season.
“I like the adjustments we’ve made 
to our offense,” head coach Jamie 
Craighead said. “I think it makes us 
quicker and more spread out and it’ll 
give our shooters more options.”
Entering her seventh season 
leading the Spartans, Craighead said 
she is both excited and nervous to 
begin the season but is focusing on 
playing one game at a time.
“I think that anybody who has 
competed at this level, coached at 
this level, if you don’t have those 
butterflies in your stomach, then 
you probably shouldn’t be coaching,”
 she said.
The team is coming back after 
finishing last year with a 6-24 regular 
season record, 5-13 in the Mountain 
West Conference. The team last year 
also averaged 63 points per game.
Senior guard and returning team 
captain Fieme’a Hafoka said she and 
the six other returning players don’t 
want to dwell in the past because it 
would mess up their mindset going 
into the new season.
Hafoka played all 30 games last 
season, averaging 8.6 points, 3.7 
rebounds and 2.7 assists per game. 
“The past couple years have been 
rough,” Hafoka said. 
But she said that the team has 
high expectations this season 
with the amount of returning 
players who will bring that high 
level of performance.
“I think that’s in the past and 
we work with what we have now,” 
Hafoka said. 
She said the team is going to focus 
on practicing hard and only worry 
about one game at a time rather than 
focusing on the season as a whole, 
similar to coach Craighead.
“I think we’re not really looking at 
the long run,” Hafoka said. “I think 
we’re just going to take it game by 
game and not worry about like, what 
we have next instead of what we have 
in front of us.”
Craighead said she also wanted 
to emphasize the idea of treating 
every opponent as a high-caliber 
team to her players because she 
wants the Spartans to win as many 
games as possible.
 “Every game we’re playing 
this year, we’re going to treat our 
opponent like they’re the best team 
in our conference,” she said. “That’s 
our goal for this season . . . to win in 
those moments with those groups.”
Junior guard Megan Anderson, 
another returning player, said the 
team has also seen monumental 
growth even just in the offseason 
during summer. 
“We’ve been training really hard 
and we’ve just been working really 
well together,” Anderson said.
She also said the team isn’t 
necessarily feeling the pressure of 
performing better than last season, 
but is just focused on the future and 
winning these upcoming games.
“We’re all really hungry and we’re 
just ready to win,” Anderson said. 
“We’ve just been working at it and it’s 
just our time now.”
Anderson ranked first in three-
point field goal percentage on the 
program’s career list, shooting 
the three-ball at a 40.2-percent 
clip last season. She also averaged 
8.9 points, 3.2 rebounds and 0.7 
assists per game.
“I feel really confident because I 
feel like we have weapons at every 
position and I feel like all of our 
teammates are really locked in this 
season,” Anderson said. 
Hafoka echoed this sentiment and 
said each position has several key 
players that will bring a lot of energy 
and skill to the table.
“We got to clean some things up 
defensively,” Craighead said. “But 
until you play somebody, you don’t 
really know where all the holes 
are, and it will be nice to go back 
and watch film and let our kids see 
those things.”
SJSU will play at UC Irvine 
Tuesday with the hopes of starting 
the regular season on the right track.
“I think the competitive nature 
of the game will help us move into 
Irvine,” Craighead said. “We have a 
chance as a group to do some things 
that are going to be pretty special and 
maybe even make a little history for 
San Jose State women’s basketball.”
By Christian Trujano
STAFF WRITER
Oct. 29  vs. Fresno Pacifi c 
W, 102-97 OT (Exhibition)
Nov. 8 vs. Eastern Washington
7 p.m.
Nov. 17 vs. Sacramento State
2 p.m.
Nov. 21 vs. Buff alo
7 p.m.
Nov. 23 vs. San Diego
4:30 p.m.
Dec. 7 vs. San Diego State 
2 p.m.
Dec. 14 vs. La Verne 
1 p.m.
Jan. 4 vs. Fresno State
2 p.m.
Jan. 15 vs. UNLV
7 p.m.
Jan. 22 vs. New Mexico 
11 a.m.
Jan. 29 vs. Boise State
7 p.m.
Feb. 8 vs. Nevada
2 p.m.
Feb. 15 vs. Air Force
2 p.m.
Feb. 22 vs. Colorado State
2 p.m.
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